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| T0: Comm~nding Ger;aral '

1et Cavelry Division (Airmcbile)
ATTN: ACZofS, G) -
AP0 San Francisco 96490

L (2) 5TIRAL: Cemp RadelAff wes mortared on the night of 3
Septewber 1966. The mortar firs was concentrated on the Golf Course,
and damaned parked helicopters ns well as inflictinn personnel casuale
ties. The oamp wrs alerted ond Division Artillery fired the planned
countermortsr program,

A small reconnaissanca patrol outside of oamp briefly oontaoted
vhat is osnsidered to have bosn tha withdrswinz enemy foroe vhich fired
the mortara. The enemy fores was entir-ted at ome platron, The metrol
ovened fire on and pursued th» ensny vith mortsr sn? srtillery fire,
Based on this gontact one company of tha 2d Battalion, 5th Cavslry landed
by eir ssssult at nieht rnd trind to intero=pt tho enemy. They were
uneble te pain esrtect, and -notnar comany sent out by air assoult fter
deylicht was alse undble to rrke aomtacte The search for the enery otne
tinued for 48 hours on? discovored the mortser firin~ positions, but the
enemy force wes not found, :

2 (C) TTrLITGTMOm:

_ a, "eathert On the nitht of 3 Saptewber 1966, sky e~nditims
vere 600 ft broken, 2,000 £t overcest, visibility 7 miles, wind cslm.
The moon 'was nearly full, heving just bezun to wane, and had risen ot
rmroxirv-tely 2104 hours. Temnerature was in ths hich 70's.

be Terraint Terrrin in the viginity of the firing-*fbﬂjﬁia
et "R 453491 1s ne-rly fl-t with clesred eround betweenthe bertior
and the enemy mortsr fiving positisn, % bwitish Wie p
atged g
L]

from tha observation towers becaugoe - = ravarse slope
of a rentle incline slopning towe Haavi~r vegotation
found nasr ths stresrline could h ~vided gonosalment for approachisg
and leaving the firiwg pasition.

e, nomy Situ-tiong NFo ensmy forcos were km~m to be in the
lmmedirte vicinity of Cowp Radcliff prior to tho attack. in intorrogre
timn rovort in lst Cavalry Division Intolliemen Pig“1icht doto® 26
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Aurust 1966 had 1domtified the 407th Szppot Batt 1lion, vith mission of
reaomaissanee ond destruction »f New Fleilu and 'n Khe alrfiolds, some=
vhoro in the 3d Distriet, Gia Lai Provincos Tho battnlion's 4th Com—any
was ronartod to bo an 82mm mortar cowdsnys No furthor informstion on
this or sny other mertsr unit vas racoived prior to the attack on Camp

R"ﬂclﬂfo .
3. (C) SIMMARY OF ACTION:

a. At 2150 hours ths first of 119 82mm morter rounds started
falling on andt around the Golf Courdo holiport at Camp Radoliff (Inel 2
photo of mortsr strike arsa)e Tho firi-g eontinued for about five min-
utes and similt-nisualy slortsd the Division, Division Artillory, Third
qriprnde, and othor wejor boad~usrters, During those first fivo winut-s,
tha Gen-rel Alort siroms voro s~undad and Gom~ral Alort natifie-tisn wes
pnasod on tho 3d “riesdo Wnso Dofonsc Nots Division Artillery orderod
the omunterm~rtsr program (Quick-Firo) to be fi-ad an? tho twe alert
aorinl rooket artillery holicoptors tn tako off,

b. AF 1lluminstion was roquosted ot 2205 snd tho first ﬂn:ﬁ
sirer~ft arrived at. 2226,

8. At 2211 1-12 Cev (brso dofonso battalion) reportod th-t
ano ~f th~ir batrols spotted »n ostir-tod on-ry pletoon at MR 437492,
meving northtost, .

d. At 2211, rovorts bogan arriving oorfirming that roinfore-
ing units worc arriving st th> C »nd D Ringss Soc Incl 1 for unit cles-
ing timos.

2s At 2213, Patrol #3, B/i-12, an eight man -trol, o-nt-ctad
th- onomy unit at =R 435496 and openod firo vith em-11 ~rms; but ocont-ot
w2s ‘quiokly brokon by tho onemy. Illumination of t*~ ares w+s roquostod.
Tho nrtral leador recuosted and rdjustod mortar and artillery firo as tho
onomy tatrastods (1-12 Cav}

. fo At 2215, 3d ™o ordorod 2~5 Cav to more thoir alort company
(Co B) to the N' portion of the Golf Courso for heli.lift to intordiet

th~ retro-ting onomy. m ’
-

‘ ¥ % i
g. At 2215, s radio chock was mado with-Viak® ’Eh«'mh ;CIDG ‘Chim
ironswas Pobdivod,
Y o

W ; )
k. Division .u-tulm-&‘x&% gs iftod grodurlly at abmut
2215 from provlamod "uick Firo WolgbadrvedTive misatons,

i. 't 2230, Wo notifisd 1~.12 Crv to take OPCO" of 3 Co, 25
Cove The eomwpany, with Pathfindors, boordod halicopters. 1-12 Cev
roported that tho resction force primary 1Z was BR 409531 and tho altor-
nato 12 was "R 418522.

rnd a roport of negativo snemy comtect in\ o

Jo it 2259, B/2.12 Oav wos rlortod to rewleos /25 Cav as

roaction foree for Vinh Thanh., (DTOZ) :
* [NCLASSIFIED




~ ton suspoot targots, oxponding 428 rockots (
. : PON no 5 ARl T £

k. At 2300, thrcs rounds of small arms firo woro rop-rted
vicinity towors 50 =nd 51. Tho tergot was onmngoed with smoll arms
and mertar firo and activity onssad. (1«12 Cav

1. 't 2309, tho C Ring dofonses woro mannod and rondy.

m, At 2325, two (2) F=100's flow on immedinto skyspot using .
500 1% GP bombs ot TR 37855425, nnd nt 2226 tho "Spocky" 1lluwtinatden )
adror<ft (flarss and guns) arrivod, roplsosd at 0045 hours by snothor
nSncoky?, vho was lntor ropl-god by » “Smokoy Soor® (flaros only) that
droppod illuminntion until deylight. (3d Rdo ALO)

n, b 2325, B/2-12 Cav booamo rosotion fores £or Vinh Thonh
CING Carm. (DTOC) ,

0. At 2326, B/2-5 Cav roportod to bo sirborno to tho sltore
n-to 12, sssaulting at 2355 houra. Nogativo onxmy o-mtoot. (112 Zav)

pe At 0009, 1/1-12 Cav radar detocted a small unit at "R 49l
475, Confirmod not friondly, and ongaged w/mortars., Nothing furthor

. roported »

qe “Gooked Tat? (with blackmut until drvn) was rocrived from
Division Tradounrtors ot 040050, off 040100, onding the Gonoral Alort.

(OTOC)

r. Snturstisn squrd-gizod patrclling was oontlinued sutelde
tho vrrimetor tho romsindor of tho night, and at 0840, C/1.7 Zav olre
assrultnd tn 12 L (7R 435554) and at 1530 hrs into LZ CUTCR (TR 432-
578), A and B Co, 17 Cav roinfrrced 1.12 Cov foot natrols aftor day=-
1ight to sonrch around tho crmp., Frur 82mn mortar b~so nlato improsse
1rns voro found in tho ground at BR 453491, just ~utsido of tho barrlor
wire northwost of Comp Radoliff, 27 plastio fusc woll covors and throo
ynfircd 82mm morter rounds wore lylne nocrby. '

4, (C) SUPPORTING INFORMATIONS

a. Porsonnol Casunltinst Totel B X771 and 76 TA é# YT, rnd
56 vT¢. from 15th TC "ng 12 ¥IA from Divisim Artilloryy, ond 8 from
othor units)e (G=1)

ntt) be Savonty-sovon holiassptors wero domased (ono hy dimial
L]

ce Division /rtill-ry firod 2398 rounds of 105mm, 40O rounds

of 155mm, 11 rounds of 8%, -nd mo round of 1 rovndsg: ¢ '
(Div %rty A% Ropt) ’ of 175m t?tﬂ 281,?\?}"%?' ‘%‘ :

ds 1-12 Cav mortnr glnt.ﬂrod L R\n(s\* : Q
A LA R

round d1lwminatings (1=12 Cav \ \
1 *

ce Tucnty-two aorlsl rocket artiﬁnry holiooptors ongemod
_)_ (Div Lrty AL Ropt)
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fo Two AC-47 aircraft (Spooky) fired 9,600 rownds of 7.62mm
and illumination flares from 03226 until.daylight. (Bde ALO)

g+ CQutside of the barrier at the time of the attaok, there
were eight rlatoons from the 1.12 Cav. in Ambush positions end on patrolj
augmented by one nlatorn, plus two rifle companies after the attaok.
(nde Journal Entries) : '

5. (¢) CONCTATSIONS -

_ d¢ 'Mth the difficulty of establiahing a 100% effective
defense against mortars well knom, it is mandatory that maximuz use
of passive measures be applied.

'y  The Aerial Racket srtillery airborne countermortar flights
had established a pattern of not bein; airhorne until 2200 hrs. This
left about two hours o° darkness without their surveillance, which
gomewhat lessened the enemy's problem, :

6s (@) RTCOMTNDATTONSG:

8. That t9e dispersion of airoraft be expanded and the
revetment building program be accelerated for both aireoraft and persgomnel.

be That naragravh 3b (3) to Tnol 1 to Tab & to Ap» 2 to Annex
D to (I'ORD 6615 be ohanzed from "Division Artillery will maintain aerial
surveillance of the Division Nase from 2200 to 0500 daily" to read "Divi-

- slon Artillery will maintain serial surveillance of the Division Base from

EM? to BMTHLM
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fhe parimeter of the barrier, and is designed to preclude: succeseful enemy f

O
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1st Ind

ar : _
Tt Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACY J3-32)

ARTERS, 18T AIR GAVALRY DIVI.ION, APO 96490 g » cep .o
V1 Commanding General, I Pield Force Vistnam, ATTN: =3, APO 96240
MiUs  Commaniing General, United States Army Vietnam, AT @-), APO 96307
0t Commander US Militery Assistance Cownand: Vietean, ATOR 9303, APO 96213

1s (U) The attached report is submitted in accordsnocs with paragrsph 5,
ACY Directive 135-8. ’

2, (C) In addition to the facts presented at inclosure 1, the fauouing
dditional informstion is considered pertinent:

. &» One of the Division counter-mortar redars was oriented in the divestion
ron which the ettack was launched. This radar picked up the ascending leg of
he trajeotory of a round, and produced a set of coordinates for the locetion
f the enemy mortar. These coordinates plotted within the barrisr, and it was
fbasquently determined that orew srror had caused the development of false data,

the 4ime the error was located the attack had terminated, The radar did
tion correctly and produced data which, but for orew error, would have

ted the loocation of the mortar.

be The H & I program included fires along averuss of approach leading
the enemy morter position. The mortar position itself was in an area patrolled
7 the defense force. This area was not included in the H & I progrem dwe to
tml activity, however concentrations were planned in the area.

3. (C) Aotion taken to minimisze enemy suocess in future mortar attacks en
fomp Radoliff,

a; Oround patrolling has been inorsased,

b. Helicopter coverage of the base gamp has been axtunded to new
[inits of EENT to BMNT,

6« A COFL has been established sp-roximately 2000 meters forward or.
nfiltration to within mortar renge of eritiosl installations at CAMP RADCLIFY« © ; ‘)
d. The helicopter dispersal plan is implemunted esch nighti €. "“;\3« “

e. Construstion of revetments for the Qolf. Couruf;?&'g}r; e Mm

pecome a high priority project for 21l units at Ch

“be (U)QP L

cRADTD AT 3 YIAR INTERVALS:
:CLASSIFIED ArEiR 12 YLARS,

pob DIR 5200.10
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